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in sixty-one pages, fifteen suggestions, two feminist tools, and one letter, Adichie, now herself a mother, advises a childhood friend on how to raise her baby girl as a feminist. Her friend sent her a reply (the chapbook was originally written as a letter) saying she would 'try' to follow her suggestions. 'And in rereading these as a mother, I too am determined to try', says Adichie, in her introduction. 3 On juxtaposing Adichie's two feminist texts, one realises her own journey as a twenty-first-century voice for feminism, from the assertive proclamation 'We Should All Be Feminists' (italics mine) to the apprehensive, personal 'suggestions' -Adichie initially 'felt it was too huge a task' and later hoped that the letter 'would [serve]
as a map of sorts for my own feminist thinking', stressing that she does not have 'a set-in-stone-rule' (pp.
3-7)
. But the potential of her premise remains as resolute, and renewed with vigour and vulnerability, as ever: 'I matter. I matter equally' (p. 8). That said, the chapbook comes with a caveat: 'I have some suggestions for how to raise Chizalum. But remember that you might do all the things I suggest, and she will still turn out to be different from what you hoped, because sometimes life just does its thing' (p. 9).
Throughout the manifesto, the reader revisits Adichie's thoughts on feminism, including ideas first introduced in her TED talk. Although this is not fresh material per se, it comes from a fresh perspective and with newfound urgency -and perhaps herein lies its success. What Adichie wants you to understand is that you owe it to yourself as a woman, and a mother, and to your child, to try to be a feminist, no matter the fear of failure. But if you were to try, know that you must embrace feminism in its fullest form, to cooking, careers, and clothes, she tackles gender-defined duties and sexual politics both within the domestic sphere and beyond it. ' We have a world full of women who are unable to exhale fully because they have for so long been conditioned to fold themselves into shapes to make themselves likeable' (p. 37), she says. In succinct and swift prose, Adichie gives women space to stretch their feet, and find their freedoms.
'We Should All Be Feminists' has been adapted for and appropriated by the fields of fashion (Maria Grazia Chiuri's debut collection for Dior in 2016) and music (Beyoncé's hit-single Flawless); it has also been misused, made mainstream, and consequently criticised as a cheap marketing ploy. It has opened Adichie 'to a certain level of hostility that [she] hadn't experienced before as a writer and public figure'. 4 It has also been distributed to every 16-year-old high-school student in Sweden. Dear
Ijeawele suggests that we start the teaching of feminism sooner, because 'if we don't place the straitjacket of gender roles on young children, we give them space to reach their full potential' (p. 18). In her New
York Times review, Zoe Greenberg further highlights that 'Ms. Adichie's first of 15 suggestions places a mother's freedom and growth at the center of a daughter's feminist education'; feminism, then, becomes a force you pass on, mother to daughter, woman to woman. world. Irrespective of the direction it has taken, feminism is on its way.
